about the problems of playing a
killer pom star. By Jane Ridley

hen Nicols Paraday hit the
big time in Bad Girls,
wobody prepared har for all
the interest her chappeter
would genorats As
ex-porn star Snowhall Merriman,
whe is banged up in Larkhall for
mrder, she has been hombard
by letters, mainly from adoring
makes. But not all of her fanmail
has besn welcame.

“Cine Jotter wasn't oxactly
pery, bt it baft mi
wandaring,” seys Nicole, 26,
who's currently starring in the
fifth meries of the prison
drama. "He zaid it would be
hiz drenm if I'd corry hitn on
my shoulders for a charity
event, like a three-mile run,

4

by alwaya auditioning for the sama
‘parts,” says Nicole. “It was always
i & lap dancer, prostitute or dizey

! blande girlfriend, There arect
Jmuny meaty rolos for women whe
lock like me. Pve even beon told Td
be bettar off in America ™ |
Her luck changed in the sommer i

“He said he was 35, 56t - of 2001. A Bad Girls casting agent
10ns tall and woighed 11st, . maw her in a comedy at Londons
and that we conld meet at | 8oho Theatre and sho lsnded the
any time, at any place, at my - ol of the besntifl hat
canvenience, He'd ohviswsly { manipulative Snowhall,
got the whole seengris 4 "Unlike the blonde stereotype,
workied ot in his head -;.--.-.

“Then, ag an sfterthought, g Pintelligent,” says Nisole, whe
he wrote, Tf your hoviriend  Was alsn Casnalty's flirky Dir
has 5 mm this, i b f . d | Henther Lineoln, “The
perhaps we oo ave BHE lecnerons guard Jim Fenner
fun nllmm_the uf.:]u: i’gl‘ It M'}" Oy f iE‘ﬂ " falls rmlf: act hools, line
was hilarivus. L, ‘And sinker, bat all she cares
‘Along the sama line ms mo { . about is breaking aut of jagl
CEETFITY you om oy finds‘ SHGWI}a” S[:a ry. - and being reunited with
shoulders? [ don't think sol™ -~ her bayfriend, Ritchie =

Annther strange request . Hicols h&r:n;lfhaﬂhum

was an Invitation to open g
“Cawhoye and Indians
musan® which a fan had et
up in ki shed, And Nieala

wies once lidlovwed armmd hey
naighbourhied of Greenwich,
Bouth London, by a woman who
finally plucked up the courage
to azk her to pees for a
photograph with her daughter.

T was really flattered,” she
recalls, “But then the woman said,
Tzroat, we can get £50 from that
showhiz magnzine now”. T tomes oot theay
pay people who sond in pictares of
themselves with celebrities. Tt bought me
down to earth with a bump.”

Despite such blips, Nicols loves her
work and is grateful to have made it after
years of trying, She previously sang in an
Abba tribute band and had minar roles in
the slteoms "Drrible and Time Centloypen
Fleage. She onoe even handed aut
pramotional leafleta at The Malor Show

T got very frusteated because I wes
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He prefers me”

m/

1 with actor Dean Lepley,
© A7, for six years. They
- met through mugmgal
4 i frionda after he appeared
© - dmEtage in her hometosn
~of Poole, Tharset,
. “Tt can be difficuit,”
; &he paya. “Ones T didnt
#e¢ Dean for five months
se I wag fouring in a play
. But we both understand the
. | prossures and we'rs not tied ta
 permanent joba "
" 3o what does Dean make of
% the schaming Snowball?
. "He definitely prefers ms,”
- she grins. “He finds Snowhall
quite seary. Considering that
in & drog-fuelled rage she
stabbed someone 17 times, I'd
- like to think T don't losa
 temper that much,”
. Bnowhall, who snce blew up
A part of the priscn, is back up to
& ber od iricks. This week she pulls 8
. Fun on governer Karen Betts (Clajre
© King) in anather attempt to EECATE,
¢ "Shes in for & reugh ride and loses &
& Jot of privileges, including her right to
A0 Wear make-up” save Wicalo. *She's barcly
* restgmisable becausa she looks sn devardy §
- hate her clothes, espociplly that disgusting,
. Btripy silic blonse, which I wouldn't be seen Sesd
' . But it's a lovely drama to be part of I'm
proud to have done my tines ot Laglchall *
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